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pnpa forces open its cocoon and partly emerges from it before
disclosing the adult fly. Shortly after emergence a shiny pellet
of urates is deposited, this being the unevacuated larval
excrement. Hibernation is as a larva.

Adults are preyed upon by birds, but in some cases no
doubt escape by emitting a nauseous odour.

A monograph of the Myrmeleonidce is at present in course
of preparation for the Selysian Catalogue, by Petersen. There
are useful notes on the European Myrmeleonidce by the same
author in Ent. Medd. 1918-1919.

There are no British Myrmeleonids. The family is of no
economic importance.

ASCALAPHID^B.
Butterfly hawks.
Antennae long and clubbed.
This family is mainly a tropical one, but has almost the same
range as the last. The long, clubbed antennae, held straight
out from the head, are very characteristic of the AscalapMdce.
Otherwise these insects bear resemblance to stout-bodied
dragonflies (Plate IV, Fig. 2), and, like them, hunt insects on
the wing. There are two pairs of conspicuously net-veined
wings, equal in size, which may be marked in white, yellow,
and black. When at rest these are held close to the body.
The head is furnished with large compound eyes which are
in some cases divided. The antennae are long and slender, each
with a conspicuous terminal knob bearing sense organs. Mouth-
parts are of carnivorous biting type with well-developed
mandibles. The body is decidedly hairy with short clinging
legs and two pairs of equal strong-veined wings. In the
male there is a pair of claspers at the tip of the abdomen and
this character serves to distinguish the sexes.
The larva is very like that of the ant-lion, but it is able to
walk more easily as the legs are freely movable. The body
is covered with branched spines. Structural details are
similar to those of ant-lions, the head bearing similar sucking
jaws and minute antennae.